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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-First District)                announced today that $4,952,900 in HUD funding was approved to build                new housing for the elderly in Westfield. The funding, awarded by                the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) Section                202 Supportive Housing program, will be used to build a 46-unit                building (The Mountain View Apartments) at Western Massachusetts                Hospital in Westfield. The funds were awarded to the Highland Valley                Elder Services of Northampton and The Community Builders of Boston.              

Congressman Olver worked closely with the grant applicants, and                made several phone calls to HUD Secretary Andrew Cuomo asking for                an expeditious review and approval of their application.              

"This is really something to celebrate. Given the anticipated budget                cuts in HUD funding, I was fearful that needy projects like this                would be sidelined. But, because of the widespread community support                and enthusiasm by local officials, HUD was convinced that this was                a truly worthwhile endeavor," Olver said.              

"Helping the elderly is of great importance to our communities.&nbsp;                For many years these individuals have contributed their time and                energies to building a better community. Now, it is our turn to                ensure that they have access to safe and affordable housing with                the facilities they need to make life a little easier," Olver added.              

Congressman Olver met with the Executive Director of the Western                Massachusetts Hospital and with The Community Builders to discuss                the needs and feasibility of the project. Olver was impressed with                the extensive community support from elected officials, civic leaders,                and service provider organizations. After meeting with these individuals,                Olver aggressively advocated for HUD's approval of the funding.              

Section 202 is a HUD assistance program that provides capital advance                financing and rental assistance to private nonprofit sponsors for                the development and operation of supportive housing to enable the                elderly to live as independently as possible in the community.             
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